THE    GREAT    TUDORS
The imagery is direct and vivid, and the balance is held
between the two dangers to the Christian, reckless pre-
sumption and reckless despair.
" Nothing is more profitable to the sinner than to
have a just moderation of them both. And nothing is
more perilous than leaning more to the one than to the
other. For the which thing St. Gregory compareth hope
and dread unto two millstones wherewith meal is made.
So it is, one millstone without a fellow made meet can
do no good; but if the one be made fit with the other,
that is to say, the overstone turned downward, and
the nether contrariwise against it upward, with a due
proportion of both, then shall the wheat put in the
midst between them be shortly broken into many small
pieces and in conclusion to meal. Likewise it is with
sinners when hope is mixed with dread and dread with
hope ... so that, although the certainty of forgiveness
be never so great, yet a remembrance be ever had of
the fear of Almighty God, never to put it out of mind."
The men of his generation were more tempted to pre-
sumption, to the excessive reliance on mechanical and easily
bought satisfaction without true contrition, or at the other
extreme, to the rising Lutheran doctrine of justification by
faith alone. There is in Fisher's preaching that note of the
saints which makes them, from a kind of courtesy or good
manners, refuse to risk belittling what he terms " man's
unkindness to Almighty God," and while he will quote
answers to Socrates or Demosthenes, and use Plato's division
of the parts of the soul to explain his points, he makes
more use of St. Jerome and St. Augustine, for their great love
of penance, and dwells much on King David, whose repent-
ance had given to the Church the Psalms which were her
penitential prayers.
It is against this background of deep personal holiness and
a ceaseless round of the works of mercy to which a Bishop is
appointed, that the figure of the Bishop of Rochester must
be seen as the main current of political history turns and
gathers him into its course with the emergence of the King's
divorce as the dominating question of the day. He began
in high favour with the King. He rode with him to the
Field of the Cloth of Gold in 1520. Henry and Fisher com-